
NLGMA | National Leafy Greens Marketing Agreement



• Improved public confidence 
in leafy greens

• Establishes a nationwide 
program of good agricultural 

Why a national LGMA?

program of good agricultural 
and handling practices

• Improve product quality and 
product safety

• Requires extensive 
collaboration among industry, 
government and academia



• Implements uniform, auditable, 
science-based food quality 
enhancement program

Marketing Agreement - Voluntary

• Allows for regionally flexible metrics

• Provides for USDA validation & 
verification of program compliance

• Fosters greater collaboration with 
local, state & federal regulators



• Arizona Farm Bureau
• California Farm Bureau
• Calif. Leafy Greens 

Marketing Agreement
• Georgia Farm Bureau

• Leafy Greens Council
• Product Marketing 

Association
• Texas Vegetable Association
• United Fresh Produce 

Proponent Group (as of 7/25/09)

• Georgia Farm Bureau
• Georgia Fruit & Vegetable 

Growers Association
• Grower-Shipper Assoc. of 

Central Calif.
• Imperial Valley Vegetable 

Growers Assoc.

• United Fresh Produce 
Association

• Western Growers
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Leafy Greens the Agreement Would Cover 
Key Definitions
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• Zone 1:  Calif., Wash., Oregon, Hawaii and Alaska
• Zone 2: Ariz., Montana, N. D., Wyo., S. D., Idaho, Nevada, 

Utah
• Zone 3: New Mexico, Colorado, Nebraska, Minnesota, Iowa, 

Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas,Missouri, Arkansas and Louisiana

Production Area Zones

Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas,Missouri, Arkansas and Louisiana
• Zone 4: Wisconsin; Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, 

Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia
• Zone 5: Maine, N. H., Vermont, N. Y., Conn., Mass., Penn., N. 

J., W. Va., Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, R. I., N. C., S. C., 
Florida, Was., D.C.



• 23 members by ZONE; one 
alternate each; 2-year term

• Qualifications & Eligibility
• Nominations  (USDA Sec. 

approval)

Leafy Greens Administrative Committee

approval)
• Technical Review Board 

(representatives specified –

regional sub-committees required)

• Market Review Board
• Powers
• Duties



• For annual maintenance and 
functioning of the Committee 
including the payment of audit 
& inspection fees

• A per carton assessment rate is 

Expenses & Assessments

• A per carton assessment rate is 
established which shall not 
exceed $.05 per carton



• Hearings held during the 
FALL  - GFVGA did testify

• USDA is reviewing the 
testimony offered.

Current Status

testimony offered.

• Final deadline for offering 
comments is January 13, 
2010



ANSWERS
Questions &

www.nlgma.com

www.gfvga.org

www.ams.usda.gov/ams


